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MHS Gives Thanks and Gives 
Back to Community 

By Christopher Salgado 

What's the only thing better than receiving? Giving. Students, clubs 
and faculty pride themselves on service at Martinsburg High School. For the 
2017 Thanksgiving and holiday season calendar, copious amounts of time 
and effort are being donated back to the community. Four of 
MHS's numerous clubs have seven goals set in place to achieve before 2018. 
Art National Honors Society, Rotary-Interact, Mrs. Comer's and Mr. Ryan's 
Leadership classes are currently underway serving their peers and 
townspeople. Art NHS is giving back to the Boys & Girls Club in downtown 
Martinsburg by making over the interior of the building with inspirational 
and magnificent murals. The Rotary-Interact Club and the two Leadership 
classes are volunteering side by side at Hospice, assembling luminary 
bags for their annual "Light Up a Life" at their main office 
in Kearneysville on December 5. Along with the luminaries, the Leadership 
students are serving at the soup kitchen at First Baptist Church in 
Martinsburg, and are collecting food and household goods for the Berkeley 
County Women's Shelter. Service and giving are an essential part of life, and our 
high school does an extraordinary job being involved in our community and creating 
a positive impact on the lives of others.  

This year, MHS is hosting its first ever "Friendsgiving" event, where 
students come together as a family to share a meal and celebrate American 
tradition. Unfortunately, not all students in our school are blessed with a 
loving family and are unable to enjoy a uniting feast. Because of this, Mrs. 
Comer's and Mr. Ryan's classes took action to coordinate this 
Friendsgiving event and open the opportunity for any student to have the 
experience of Thanksgiving. "All of us are super excited about our plans. 
Giving all students the opportunity to come together and break bread is more 
than satisfying for us. Martinsburg High is all about service and has been ever 
since our doors opened over 120 years ago. We love our community and want 
to spread that love as much as we can," said Mrs. Comer. As our first semester 
draws to an end, great things are just beginning. Giving back is cornerstone to 
our beliefs here at MHS.  
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Movie Review:  
Thor: Ragnarok 

By Kelsea Anderson 

     Thor: Ragnarok  is the third and final movie in 
the Thor trilogy and is now playing in theatres. In 
the opening scene you're brought in on what looks 
like Thor in quite the predicament. He has 
been captured by Surtur who seems caught up in 
some prophecy about the downfall of Asgard. 
Thor literally doesn’t care and proceeds to break 
out of his chains, defeat the monster, and take the 
crown home in hopes of preventing the prophecy. 
There he finds his brother Loki, the God of 
Tricksters, posing as their father Odin which, he 
has been doing since the end of the second Thor 
Movie, Thor: The Dark World. Thor makes Loki 
take him to their father and once they find him he 
gives them some rather disturbing news. Thor and 
Loki get into a fight with the Goddess of Death 
who beats them and they both find themselves 
stuck on Saakar except Loki has become friends 
with the Grand Master while Thor must fight 
an old friend for his freedom. Eventually he gets 
free of the planet making a new friend and 
bringing an old friend with him to go take on his 
greatest foe yet. The outcome of the battle 
is quite surprising and leaves someone without at 
least an eye. MHS sophomore, Morganne 
Andrews, said her favorite part in the movie was 
"the big fight scene between the Thor and Hulk" 
and she would definitely recommend going to see 
this movie. Local theatres that are showing the 
movie include but are not limited to Berkeley 
Plaza Theatre, Regal Cinemas 10, and the 
Alamo.    
 

      Rupi Kaur's writing spoke as loud as a 
rioting crowd, and touched my heart like a 
caring cardiologist. As a future journalist I 
admired this book beyond words meanings. 
She powerfully divided the book into four 
chapters: "The Hurting", "The Loving", "The 
Breaking", and "The Healing". In "The 
Hurting" Kaur wrote about the pain she 
endured as a molested child and a girl whose 
love was taken advantage of and was never 
appreciated for how strong it was. I feel that 
Kaur's writing was beyond relatable to many 
girls lost in love. "The Loving”  chapter deeply 
expressed how strong love is and how "love 
will come and when love comes love will hold 
you love will call your name and you will 
melt." ( Kaur 60 ) This chapter was personally 
my favorite because of how she described the 
feeling of love exactly how I feel it. In the 
chapter named "The Breaking", more pain 
came into her life, pain from what she thought 
was the most beautiful thing in this world; 
love. Heart aches to heartbreaks. Lastly "The 
Healing." The chapter title is pretty self 
explanatory, but this was the healing stage 
from everything she endured and went through. 
Kaur shared ways to maintain and push through 
with steps 1-16. Her writing explains 
everything a lot of girls are or have gone 
through, such as sophomore Hailey Sims. She 
said "the book touched my soul on an 
emotional level" and that Kaur's "..writing is so 
relatable and I'm glad  I got this for my 
birthday." I recommend that others read this 
book because it helps you heal, understand, and 
feel something real and strong.  
 

Book Review: Rupi 
Kaur’s Milk and Honey 

By Olivia Kanyike 
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Retailers Prepare for Black Friday, 
Small Business Saturday, and Cyber 

Monday By Noah Carte 
     Many people will be kicking off their holiday shopping over Thanksgiving weekend in search of the 
best deals on Black Friday. Some stores, such as Walmart and Best Buy are starting their sales as early as 
6 PM on Thanksgiving, while other stores are waiting until it’s officially Friday. According to the National 
Retail Federation, 154 million people shopped over Thanksgiving weekend with an average of $289.19 
spent per customer in 2016 and those numbers are expected to grow this year. Some of the best deals 
shoppers are anticipating the most are on electronics like cell phones and televisions, which usually sell 
well over Thanksgiving weekend. Black Friday has become a part of a lot of American’s Thanksgiving 
traditions, including MHS senior, Sadé Herring, who says every year her family goes over to her aunt’s 
house to eat and then they go out shopping afterwards.  

     Many stores are running sales online throughout Thanksgiving week from Friday to Monday, but some 
deals are held exclusively for Cyber Monday. This year, Sadé says she’ll mostly be sticking to online 
shopping over the weekend to avoid the aggressive crowds in stores and is looking forward to Sephora the 
most because she says, “I get all the things that I typically struggle to afford because makeup is expensive, 
so it’s nice.” According to Adobe Digital Insights, online shoppers spent $3.45 billion on Cyber Monday 
in 2016, which was the biggest day in the history of United States e-commerce.  

On the day after Black Friday, people are encouraged to support small and local businesses on Small 
Business Saturday. Supporting local businesses over large corporations can benefit your local community 
not only on Small Business Saturday, but all year. In the Martinsburg area you can shop local by shopping 
at places like Boltz Hardware, eating at restaurants like Habanero, Ting & Ting, and Everything 
Cheesecake, and buying produce and food from farmers’ markets like Orr’s and Butler’s just to name a 
few. 

Boltz’s Hardware Store 

Everything 
Cheesecake 

Orr’s Farm Market 
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Bulldogs Prepare to Host 3rd Playoff Game 
By Hailey Rudy 

The Orange and Black Staff 
Advisor: Ms. Rhonda L. Foreman 
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     The Martinsburg Bulldogs are rolling through the 
playoffs. The whole mindset for the rest of the season 
is business as usual, all or nothing.  Coach Walker 
says that “the dogs aren't doing anything special this 
year to prepare for these next couple of games, they 
are treating them like any other game, taking them 
one by one.” Senior defensive end Tavis Lee said, "I 
am very proud of this season and our record so far."        
     According to Coach Walker this year’s team has a 
lot of experience that will help them in the playoffs. 
In their first game they faced the Morgantown 
Mohigans which resulted in a 61-0 win for the 
Bulldogs. In round two of the playoffs, the Bulldogs 
faced the John Marshall Monarchs. This game was 
held Friday November, 17 2017 and ended with a 
score of 54-0…another scoreless game for the 
opponent. When asked if there have been any 
setbacks this season Coach Walker commented,  
"There's always setbacks, a few bumps and bruises." 
This of course is not stopping the ‘dogs from their 
undefeated season. The Bulldogs will continue to 
play game by game and do what they do best, win.   
     Round three of the playoffs will be held on 
Saturday November 24th at 1:30pm at Cobourn Field 
against the Capital Cougars.  Tickets at the gate will 
be $7.  
 

Captains headed to the field 

Tyson Bagent looking for his 

receiver 


